
Neighbourhood Plan
Working Group Launch Meeting – 28 September 2025



Neighbourhood Plan
• Presentation - 20 mins

• Where we’re at
• Initial Questionnaire responses
• Interest & Priorities indicated by parishioners

• Next Steps
• Steering Group (SG) - definition of role & formation

• Working Groups (WGs) – definition of roles & formation

• Feedback & Volunteering for SG and WGs – 30 mins
• Comments on suggested Steering Group & Working Groups
• Suggestions for alternative Working Groups
• Volunteer!



Neighbourhood Plan – Status & Feedback

• Annual Parish Meeting – 29 May 2025
• 29 responses – all positive

• Door-to-door leaflet July 
• 74 responses – all positive

• Positive responses from 81 of 348 dwellings in the 
parish (>23%). (Almost) No negative responses.

• SPC Decision to proceed – 31 July 2025 



Neighbourhood Plan – Who else has got one?

© VOWH District Council



Neighbourhood Plan – Parishioner Priorities

• Top three:
• Biodiversity & Wildlife 
• Foot/cycle Paths 
• Traffic

• Then:
• Community Assets 
• Housing (existing)
• Housing (new)
• Planning

• Heritage & Character were the most 
common entries in the free-text box



Neighbourhood Plan – Views from different geographies

• High degree of commonality 
between different regions in 
the parish
• Boars Hill & Sunningwell very 

similar
• Bayworth – same top three
• Long Furlong – similar except 

greater emphasis on Housing 
(new) & Planning



Neighbourhood Plan – Indicative Timeline
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Neighbourhood Plan - Process

Sunningwell Parish Council
Submit Plan to VOWH
Confirm all regulatory requirements met
Ensure all parts of parish have been 
properly consulted & represented
Conduct referendum

Working Group #1

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

VOWH District Council
Oxfordshire County Council

Working Group #nWorking Group #3Working Group #2

Generate plan from submissions from Working Groups
Document generation – text, graphics, photos etc etc
Ensure harmony and alignment with District Level Local Plan 2041
Submit plan to SPC
Receive, collate & analyse evidence from Working Groups
Advise Working Groups as/when required

Consult and solicit and record views widely across parish 
Present views and evidence to Steering Group in a form that can be converted into policies within the Neighbourhood Plan

Advise, Publish, Examine, Approve! 

…….…



Neighbourhood Plan – Steering Group – Job Description

• Generate the Neighbourhood Plan, ensuring compliance with all regulatory 
requirements, and submit to SPC for approval and submission.

• Ensure all groups within the parish are properly represented
• Receive and collate input from Working Groups
• Provide guidance to Working Groups as/when required
• Liaise with VOWH and OCC as required
• Ensure harmony and alignment with District-level “Local Plan 2041” 
• Oversee with SPC any revisions to the submitted plan in response to feedback 

from VOWH



Neighbourhood Plan – Steering Group - Skills Required

• Survey generation & Data Analysis
• Data collectors and collators for existing data (Census, other)
• Researchers for other data
• Publicity & Community Engagement events
• Report Generation (Plan + Supporting Documents), Text & Graphic Design
• Maps, Photographs & Illustrations
• Editing & Proofreading
• Working Group leader/coordinator
• Photographer, videographer
• Notes and minute takers 



Neighbourhood Plan – Steering Group - Time & Effort

• Timescale & Effort
• Expect Group to remain in existence until Plan approved (late 2026?)
• Members of Group may change in that time
• Workload highest during initial plan preparation (Q1 2026)



Neighbourhood Plan – Working Group – Job Description

• Solicit feedback from parishioners within the specified topic area 
collating the evidence for the views expressed

• Present these to the Steering Group in a way that can be 
converted into concrete Policies and Community Actions that can 
be included within the Neighbourhood Plan

• Each Topic Working Group would have freedom to choose how 
best to gather and collate information, opinions and ideas from its 
members, and from the wider community



Neighbourhood Plan – Working Group - Timescale & Effort

• Timescale & Effort
• Deliver report to SG/SPC by end 2025
• Maybe 3 formal meetings – launch, conclusion & interim?

WG specific e-mail address on Parish Council domain

Groups might choose to continue into the future…



Neighbourhood Plan – Policy Examples
• A table of Neighbourhood Plan Policies in South & Vale, 

grouped by subject area, published at
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-
Planning-Policy-Table.pdf

https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/Neighbourhood-Planning-Policy-Table.pdf


Neighbourhood Plan – Policy Examples



Neighbourhood Plan – Policy Examples



Neighbourhood Plan – Possible Working Groups

WG 1 - Heritage & Character

WG 4 – Planning

WG 3 – Footpaths & Active Travel

WG 2 – Natural Environment, Biodiversity & Wildlife

Consult and solicit and record views widely across parish 
Present views and evidence to SG in a form that can be converted into policies within the NP

WG 5 – Traffic



WG 1 – Heritage & Character
• Items of historic significance & interest to be protected

• Views and sight-lines to be protected and/or enhanced

• Character – building design, features

• Assets that contribute to character – Natural 
• e.g Old Berkeley Golf Course, Sunningwell Village Green, Bayworth Triangle, Pilkington Woods, Farmland

• Assets that contribute to character – Man-made 
• e.g. St Leonards Church & Cemetery, Sunningwell Pond, Cricket Club, Flowing Well, Sunningwell Village Hall, 

Barn Café, Art School, Bayworth Chapel, Bayworth Quarry, Boars Hill Post Box, Sunningwell Telephone kiosk



WG 2 – Natural Environment, Biodiversity & Wildlife
• Measures to promote biodiversity
• Measures to enhance and protect wildlife
• Environmental protection
• Enhancing and making best use of open access water features

• e.g. Sunningwell Pond, Village Green Swale, Bayworth Old Canal

• Natural features to mitigate flood issues
• Actions to improve sustainability
• Designation of areas set-aside for nature development



WG 3 – Footpaths & Active Travel
• Public rights of way, footpaths, bridleways, permissive paths
• Maintenance and developments to ensure and enhance 

accessibility of public rights of way
• Pavements
• Cycleways
• Other active travel options & routes
• Travel options and routes to promote cohesion between the 

physically separated parts of the parish



WG 4 – Planning
• Planning to designate areas for preservation or development with 

the area
• Guidelines and constraints for the types and styles of 

developments permitted
• Conservation of Green Belt



WG 5 – Traffic*
• Traffic type, speed, volume & routes
• Expected changes to traffic volumes as result of adjacent developments
• Measures to maintain and enhance safety for pedestrians, cyclists and 

motorists.
• Public Transport – aims and targets for improvements

*Some considerations and desirable outcomes from this WG may fall outside the strict remit of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. If this is the case, other actions will be put in place to take forward the conclusions 
and recommendations. These may in the form of Community Actions which may be noted within the plan, 
or may be actions, initiatives and lobbying pursued separate to the Plan.



Neighbourhood Plan – Action Time!

• SG & WG Tables - Please use the Post-its
• Talk to the people on the table
• Yellow Post-it – comments on the activities of SG or WGs
• Pink Post-it – volunteer to be involved in Steering Group or particular Working Group 

(ideally a 1st preference and a 2nd preference)

• Other suggestions Table
• Other Topics or Working Groups – or suggestions how to proceed differently

• Other Neighbourhood Plans & Policies Table
• Examples of other Neighbourhood Plans
• Examples of typical Policies



Neighbourhood Plan – Next Steps after this meeting
• Early-October

• Consideration of any suggestions for different Working Groups or structure
• Form Steering Group & Working Groups from those who have volunteered

• Including those that could not attend today

• Publicise Steering Group & Working Groups structure
• Including invitation for input from parishioners (and invitation for additional members if necessary)

• Mid-October
• First meeting of each Working Group

• Choose Lead(s) & Note-taker
• Confirm that the need to solicit input from the widest spectrum is appreciated
• Confirm that the required output is known (material, backed by evidence, that can be written into NP, by end 2025) 

• Plan how to achieve this: Open meetings? Newsletters? Questionnaires? Who is doing what? By when?

• Late-October
• First meeting of Steering Group

• Agree Chair & Secretary
• Assess progress in setting-up Working Groups, & address any deficiencies
• Agree division of work & roles in the process of generating the NP
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