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• What is it?
• Why might we want one?

• What it can do
• What it can’t do

• What’s entailed in getting one? (time/effort/money)
• Suggestion of how we might go about it

Neighbourhood Plan
Introduction – 29 May 2025

Neighbourhood Plan – What is it?

• Once approved, has legal force as a 
planning document

© VOWH District Council
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Neighbourhood Plan – Why might we want one?

• To protect and enhance Sunningwell Parish for those who live here, and for 
those who visit

• To identify community assets that we want to preserve, enhance or generate
• To inform and influence future planning decisions
• To have a plan that represents the view of the Parish as a whole, and to benefit 

from the consistency and continuity of that plan 
• To access greater percentage of CIL monies

• To avoid operating without a plan!

Neighbourhood Plan – Why might we want one?

© VOWH District Council
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Neighbourhood Plan – Who else has got one?

• Sunningwell filed  an “Area Designation” in 
2016, but then paused in 2017

• Sunningwell increasingly isolated & vulnerable 
in not having a Neighbourhood Plan

© VOWH District Council

Neighbourhood Plan – What it CAN do…..

 Decide where and what type of development should happen 

 Promote more development than is set out in the Local Plan

 Identify where housing development goes (and what type it should be)

 Identify additional land for housing, schools, employment or community facilities e.g. youth centre, village hall or allotments

 Make provision for businesses to set up or expand their premises. 

 Consider transport and access (including issues around roads, cycling, walking and access for disabled people). 

 Restrict certain types of development and change of use, for example to avoid too much of one type of use. 

 Set out policies about design of buildings 

 Protect and create open space, nature reserves, sports pitches, play areas, parks and gardens, and the planting of trees 

 Protect important buildings and historic assets such as archaeological remains. 

 Promote renewable energy projects, such as solar energy and wind turbines

© Community First Oxfordshire
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Neighbourhood Plan – What it CAN’T do…..

 Conflict with the strategic policies in the Local Plan 

 Prevent development that is included in the Local Plan

 Reduce the number of houses allocated to the area in a Local Plan

 Change “Permitted Development Rights” i.e. development that doesn’t require planning permission such as small 
house extensions, some changes of use and things like satellite dishes and solar panels

 Introduce traffic calming measures or weight limits

 Alter the speed limit or traffic signage

 Tackle anti-social behaviours such as dog fouling or graffiti

 Set up training programmes or schemes

 Create rights of access to private land where it does not currently exist

 Change broadband speed

© Community First Oxfordshire

Neighbourhood Plan – What’s entailed in getting one?

• Time – may take 2 years (see later indicative timeline)
• Effort – plan only as good as the effort put in – will need time and commitment

• Parish Council can/will support and may offer some coordination, but the Plan needs to be 
“Community Led”

• Money – may cost £10-25k depending on scope
• Grants available may cover 50 to 75% of costs
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Neighbourhood Plan – What’s entailed in getting one?

• The 8 “formal” steps

• But there is a lot of work to get from 1# to #2!

© VOWH District Council

Neighbourhood Plan – Indicative Timeline

Project Plan
& Launch

Parish 
Survey

Volunteer
Recruitment

Review &
Break Points

2016
before 
May 25

June & 
July 25

Sep to 
Nov 25

Dec 
to Feb

May 
26

Parish Mtg 
May 2025
Review of 

Interest

Review of 
Engagement

Review of 
Survey

Plan Sanity 
Check

Parish Mtg 
May 2026

We are 
here

End Parish 
Council Term 

May 2027

2026/27
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Neighbourhood Plan – Volunteer Recruitment

• Want volunteers to represent all groups

Geography
Bayworth
Boars Hill

Long Furlong
Sunningwell

Charities
Poors

Opera Anywhere

Governmental
District Council
County Council

OALC/SLCC/CFO

Social
Church

School – Teachers
School – Parents

Playground - users
Cricket club – Organisers & users

Pub – Owners & users
Barn Café – Owners & users 

Village Hall – Mgt Cttee & users
Women's Institute

Art School
Opera Anywhere

Businesses
11 Bayworth

>150 Boars Hill
21 Sunningwell

Land Owners & Farmers
Major landowners
Farmers & tenants
Minor landowners

Countryside & Biodiversity
Walkers

Ramblers
Dog walkers

Cyclists
Naturalists
Flood group

Village Green & Pond
Bayworth Triangle

Woodland

Transport
Pedestrians

Cyclists
Motorists
Bus users
Disabled

Neighbourhood Plan – Volunteers
• What would we ask volunteers to do?
• Some, all or more of:

• Research & solicit views (and/or recruit) from peers in their group
• Feedback to review mtgs (maybe 2 meetings in 2025)
• Contribute to the plan relating to their area(s) of interest (could be verbal, could be more)
• Comment on Neighbourhood Plan before submission

• Neighbourhood Plan can only happen if there is majority support within the Parish

• Volunteer Recruitment now officially open!
• Please let us have your feedback on the sheet provided
• Please pass on the message to others in the parish who may not have been able to attend tonight
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