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MINUTES  
of the  

SUNNINGWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held on 

Thursday 29 Sep 2022 

In Sunningwell Village Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present:  

Councillors Colin Weyer (Chairman), Paul Wooldridge, Mike Wykes,  

Gina Bale, Paul Darby, and John Simms. 
  

In attendance: Brian Rixon – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  

Seven members of the public. 
 

 

 

96/22 Questions and comments from visiting councillors and members of the public 

 Robin Himpson notified the council of his pilot scheme to befriend vulnerable parishioners in 

Bayworth. This would be communicated by leaflets delivered to each home rather than social media. 

 

Tim Law, from the Coach House at Bayworth Manor asked to be kept informed on current matters 

in the parish. 

 

Two parishioners from Long Furlong Road expressed their concern over the planning application 

at 13 Sunningwell. The parish council chairman commented that many objections had been submitted 

to the Vale Planning Portal but reminded everyone that the parish council has no power over planning 

decisions but is, like all parishioners, a consultee that can make observations. 

 

Jason Potter, one of the owners of 13 Sunningwell, explained he had consulted the District Council 

prior to putting in the initial planning application, and in achieving an acceptable design based on 

one given to him by the district council, that they had approved locally. 

 

Mark Partington raised a concern about poplars trees that he thinks are on parish council land. This 

is covered in item 105/22 later in this agenda. 

 

Cllr Emily Smith commented on the completed local plan that has been fed into the Oxfordshire 

strategic vision. Also, she mentioned that the District Council has relocated to Abbey House. 
 

 

97/22 Apologies for absence 

 County Councillor Bob Johnston. 

Parish Councillor James Greenman. 

 
  

98/22 Declarations of members’ interests in respect of any item. 

 None 
 

 

99/22 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council held on 28 July 2022. 

 The minutes were approved and signed. 
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100/22 Planning applications 

 The following applications were received and reviewed: - 

 

V1669/LB   Foxcombe Hall                 Chandeliers & LEDs 

V1786/HH  13 Sunningwell                 Amendment to planning application for additional storey 

V2109/LB   Beaulieu Court Cottage    Additional roof light  
 

 

101/22 PHBS Peking University at Foxcombe Hall: - an update 

 The planning application was approved by the Vale of White Horse District Council’s planning 

committee in a 3:3 decision carried by the chairman’s casting vote. 

Sunningwell Parish Council has agreed a submission to the Secretary of State and the planning 

application should now be in a holding state until the Secretary of State denies the claim or passes it 

to a higher inspection authority. 
 

 

102/22 Community Governance: - to consider the parish boundary review 

 The agenda for the re-arranged meeting of the Community Governance and Electoral Issues 

Committee has now been published and is available on the District council’s website via this link: 

https://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=542&MId=3121&Ver=4 

 

The district council is now recommending that the western part of Boars Hill does become part of 

Sunningwell parish. 
 
 

103/22 Sunningwell Parish Village Green: - to address the problem of dog mess 

 Following a request from a concerned parishioner, the parish council reviewed concerns about dog 

mess on Sunningwell Parish Village Green and contacted the Technical Waste Office who explained 

that the district does not install bins on village greens, or on the highway adjacent to a village green. 

The officer offered to meet councillors to discuss the problem and possible solutions. The parish 

council agreed to take up this offer and the clerk was asked to arrange a meeting.          Action: Clerk 
 

 

104/22 Sunningwell Parish Village Green: - refurbishment of benches 

 The parish council received an estimate on 20 July for a contractor to refurbish the five benches on 

Sunningwell Parish Village Green. 

 

Cllr James Greenman sought an estimate from a second contractor by writing to him on 2 August and 

then following it up with a reminder on 12 September. A response still had not been received by the 

time of this council meeting, and so the council decided to go ahead with the original contractor. 

 

Before the clerk confirms the contract, the council will notify the owners of the benches of the cost 

and seek their agreement before the contract is placed with a set number of benches. Cllrs Paul 

Wooldridge and Colin Weyer will draft a letter and ask the clerk to write to the bench owners to 

explain that it is their responsibility to meet the costs of upkeep as well as the initial purchase cost.                                  

                                                                   Action: Cllrs Paul Wooldridge and Colin Weyer, and the Clerk 
 
 

105/22 Trees: – to consider pruning trees by the pond and the village green 

 Prior to this meeting, Cllr James Greenman asked the council to review the willow tree by the pond 

and trees on the village green and consider whether further pruning is needed. The willow tree by the 

pond was last pruned in October 2018 and the tree next to 38 Sunningwell was trimmed in May 2020. 

The council agreed to this review, and Cllr Colin Weyer will visit the area to assess the condition of 

the trees. 

He will also respond to the request from the parishioner, who spoke in item 1 of this agenda, to look 

again at the poplar trees near the west side of the village green.                      Action: Cllr Colin Weyer 
 

  

https://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=542&MId=3121&Ver=4
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106/22 Children’s play area: - to consider the upkeep and development of the area 

 Cllrs Mike Wykes and Colin Weyer recently met MRH Services at the playground to consider the 

current programme of repairs. MRH Services have also responded to our request for an estimate to 

install a concrete strip along the fence line. This is intended to make grass maintenance easier and to 

stop weeds encroaching under the play surface and damaging it. 

 

The recent RoSPA inspection included an observation on the poor state of the benches and Cllr Mike 

Wykes then notified council of the need to install new benches rather than repair the existing. 

 

Cllr Gina Bale has been speaking to parents and grandparents, and the school, about the playground 

and the conversations confirmed high numbers using the site and the need to modernise it. Cllr Gina 

Bale agreed to take over the parish council lead role and Cllr Mike Wykes will update her on the 

current work in progress.                                                        Action: Cllrs Gina Bale and Mike Wykes 
 
 

107/22 Bayworth Triangle: - project to improve parking area 

 Following a meeting with the county council to confirm that the parish may refurbish the parking 

area at Bayworth Triangle with a porous gravel type surface, Cllr Paul Darby arranged estimates from 

three contractors. These were discussed in council, and it was unanimously agreed that Mansbridge 

Limited should be offered the contract. 

The clerk suggested this was a suitable project for S106 funding and it was agreed he should complete 

an application to the District Council’s Development and Regeneration Department. 

                                                                                                                                         Action: Clerk 
 

 

108/22 Bayworth: - installation of a safety mirror 

 Cllr Paul Darby had previously advised the council of concerns in Bayworth about traffic on the blind 

bend in Brumcombe Land, and the suggestion of installing a traffic mirror and post on his private 

land. He has received a quote from Barriers Direct for £433.60 to supply and install the equipment. 

Council approved the project by a majority of 5 to 1 and asked the clerk to arrange payment and 

delivery.                                                                                                                            Action: Clerk 
 
 

109/22 Long Furlong Lane: - installation of a defibrillator 

 The Council approved a request from a parishioner in Long Furlong Road for the installation of a 

defibrillator next to the parish council notice board. This would require a local resident to undertake 

monthly checks on the unit. Cllr Colin Weyer will circulate information to seek a candidate. The 

clerk was asked to seek a quotation from Community Heartbeat Trust, the charity that supplied and 

maintains our exiting three defibrillators.                                                                             Action: Clerk 
 

 

110/22 Parish Website: - councillors’ contact information 

 The website will now not show councillors’ home telephone numbers. Contact can be made by 

emailing the individual councillors, or by contacting the clerk.                       Action Cllr Colin Weyer 
 
 

111/22 St Leonard’s Church: - grass cutting 

 The council agreed to retrospectively pay the Church for grass cutting in May to June provided the 

annual total, when added to the previous arrangement to pay the contractor direct from August, does 

not exceed the agreed budget.                                                                                            Action Clerk 
 

 

112/22 Bank Mandate: - an update 

 The bank mandate was reviewed and updated online by removing the names of councillors who have 

left the council recently. NatWest agreed to send a written confirmation of the revised mandate in the 

post. 

The current bank signatories were confirmed as Councillors Paul Wooldridge and James Greenman. 

The clerk is also on the mandate so that he can arrange online payments when invoices have been 

approved by the council.  
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113/22 Financial report: - an update 

 The following payments were approved 
Clerk Salary, Office supplies including £44.98 ink cartridges 625.99 

HMRC PAYE 126.80 

Sage Payroll Monthly subscription 8.40 

M R White August village green grass cutting 90.00 

Mark McCracken July grass strimming 145.00 

L J King August Churchyard grass cutting 80.00 

Geoff Taylor Installing Long Furlong Road notice board 315.00 

. 
 

 

114/22 October council meeting: - issues that need to be considered by that date 

 The clerk reminded the council that the November meeting is the main opportunity to agree the 

budget, and the precept, for the financial year commencing in April 2023. Therefore, the October 

meeting should be used to discuss both matters and thus give councillors time to consider items in 

detail before meeting again in November. 

 

The October meeting is, according to the council’s policy on grants, the last date for parishioners to 

apply for a grant in the financial year commencing in April 2023. 
 

 

 

 

115/22    The next Parish Council Meetings will be on Thursday 27 October 2022 at 7:30 p.m. 

in Sunningwell Village Hall  

    

The Chairman closed the September meeting at 9:47 p.m. 
 


