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MINUTES  
of the  

SUNNINGWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held on 

Thursday 30 Jun 2022 

In Sunningwell Village Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present:  

Councillors Colin Weyer (Chairman), Mike Wykes, Paul Wooldridge, and Paul Darby. 
  

In attendance: Eight parishioners. 

Brian Rixon – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

62/22 Questions and comments from visiting councillors and members of the public 

  

Mr and Mrs Pinfold, from Long Furlong Road, asked if the parish council can do anything further 

about their concerns over the planning application for 26 Long Furlong Road which has been 

approved even though the dimension calculations have been shown to be incorrect. Their concerns 

were discussed, and Cllr Paul Wooldridge offered to arrange a conference call with them and Emily 

Hamerton, the District Council’s Development Manager. 

 

Bayworth Residents’ Association reported a successful Queen’s Jubilee event. They expressed their 

concern that heavy rain caused a large puddle on the road outside the village green entrance, making 

access difficult. (This puddle used to form before the carpark was resurfaced). 

 

Also, they had a concern about bushes by the church inhibiting access to the green. Cllr Mike Wykes 

said he has written about this, and the matter seems resolved. The Parish Council will ask Mark 

McCracken to include the area in his regular strimming programme.  

 

BRA asked to be given keys to access the notice board but were advised that any notices should be 

sent to the parish council, and it will display them. 

 

The parish council thanked BRA for arranging and running the Jubilee event so well. 

 
 

 
 

 

63/22 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies: County Councillor Bob Johnston.  

                   District Councillors Emily Smith and Debby Hallett. 
 

Absent:      Cllr James Greenman 
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64/22 Declarations of members’ interests in respect of any item. 

 Cllr Mike Wykes on village hall matters 
 

 

65/22 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council held on 27 May 2022. 

 The minutes were approved and signed. 
 

 

66/22 Planning applications 

 The were no planning applications to consider at this meeting.  
 
 

67/22 Co-option to the Parish Council 

 The two vacancies on the parish council had been correctly notified to the District Council and the 

formal “Notice of Casual Vacancy” was displayed on the four notice boards for more than the 

required fourteen working days. 

 

The notice stated that the vacancies would be filled by election if, within those fourteen days from 

the date of the notice, any ten government electors for the said parish submit a written request to the 

Returning Officer at the Vale of White Horse District Council. If no such request is made the vacancy 

would be filled by co-option by the Parish Council. 

 

The Returning Officer at the Vale of White Horse District Council confirmed that no request for an 

election had been made and gave written authority for the Parish Council to co-opt. 

 

There were three applicants for the two vacancies and in accordance with the Vale of White Horse 

District Council’s guidance “Casual Vacancy Process for Parishes” the votes for each candidate were 

as follows: 

Gina Bale 4 votes, John Simms 4 votes and Mike Woodward 0 votes 

 

The two successful candidates each completed and signed a separate “Declaration of Acceptance of 

Office” which was witnessed and signed by the clerk. They then took their places on the council and 

joined in with the discussions on the rest of the agenda. 
 

 

68/22 White gates at entrances to villages 

 At the February 2021 council meeting (minute 28/21) Cllr James Greenman suggested that the white 

gates at the various village entrances should be sanded down, primed and painted. This was agreed 

unanimously, and Cllr Greenman took responsibility to seek competitive quotations for the work. 

 

Cllr Greenman was absent at this June 2022 meeting and so no update was provided.  

 

Cllr Paul Darby said he had a conversation with someone who might like to quote for the work, and 

it was agreed that he should be asked. 
 

 

69/22 Village green benches – need for renovation and re-staining 

 The five benches on the village green were discussed at the November 2021 council meeting (minute 

155/21) and it was agreed then that Cllr Greenman’s mandate for the white gates would be expanded 

to include cleaning and staining the five benches, and the village green signs near Beaulieu Court and 

St Leonard's Church. 

An update will be sought. 
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70/22 St Leonard’s Church – grass cutting 

 John Logan, a member of the PCC at St Leonard’s Church wrote to the council on 17 May asking for 

the Parish Council’s financial help and support in meeting the 2022 cost of cutting the churchyard 

grass which now costs £80 per cut. 

 

No one from the Church attended the Council meeting. 

 

Cllr Paul Wooldridge presented a detailed appraisal of the request and sought Council’s approval to 

take on the costs. 

 

The Clerk explained that the Local Government Act of 1894 has a specific provision that prohibits a 

parish council from involvement in property relating to the affairs of the church. That is, the 

maintenance or improvement of buildings or land or contributing to the costs. The question being 

asked is whether later legislation, such as general provisions in the Local Government Act 1972 

override the 1894 Act. 

 

There is an accepted legal principle, applied by the courts, that in interpreting what an Act of 

Parliament means a specific provision overrides one of a general nature. 

 

In January 2018 the National Association of Local Councils issued a detailed briefing entitled 

“Financial Assistance to the Church” and the clerk has previously distributed this to all councillors. 

The NALC concludes the briefing by advising that a council that considers making a payment in 

these circumstances needs to judge whether it is prudent to take a course of action that it cannot be 

certain is legally valid. 

 

Acknowledging the Clerk’s advice, Cllr Paul Wooldridge formally proposed that the parish council 

should pay the grass cutting invoices for 2022 up to a maximum of £1,200. The proposal was put to 

the vote and was carried with four councillors voting in favour, one voting against and another 

abstaining. 

 

The invoices need to be from a bonafide contractor and be made out to “Sunningwell Parish Council” 

(with vat details if registered). If the payments are to an individual, then they should be subject to 

Inland Revenue rules and paid through the council’s payroll. 
 
 

71/22 Sunningwell Village Hall 

 Under the lease between the Parish Council and the Sunningwell Village Hall Management 

Committee there is an agreement that the council should pay 50% of the cost of Capital Works which 

are defined in the lease as major structural work involving foundations, roof and load bearing 

internal/external walls only. Despite the work to the replacement boiler and drainage not being 

classified as structural work, it was unanimously agreed to help the Village Hall Management 

Committee by donating £3,000 towards these costs. 
 

 

72/22 Bayworth parking area 

 The parking area at Bayworth Triangle has been discussed over the months and has now culminated 

in correspondence from Oxfordshire County Council Highway Maintenance saying there would be 

no objection to the Parish Council improving the parking area if crushed stone is used and it is 

compacted. No stone must be allowed to go on the highway. 

 

Cllr Paul Darby proposed that the council should undertake this repair by seeking a quotation from 

Chiswell Contractors who recently did an excellent job on the village hall carpark in Sunningwell. 

The council passed this motion unanimously. 
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73/22 Boars Hill hedgerows growing over footpaths 

 The hedgerows in parts of Foxcombe Road, Boars Hill are overhanging the footpaths and causing a 

safety issue. The parish council agreed to ask the County Council Highways Inspector to review the 

hedges with a view to asking houseowners to take remedial action.  

Similarly, the trees and hedges overhanging the road between Bayworth and Boars Hill should be 

included in the request. 
 
 

74/22 New council notice boards 

 The chairman reported that three new notice boards have been installed in Boars Hill, Bayworth and 

Sunningwell. A fourth board will soon be in place in Long Furlong Road. 
 
 

75/22 Financial report 

 The monthly financial report was distributed and discussed.  

 

It showed receipts in the month included £19,389.70, from S106 funding, for the four Radar Speed 

Signs, four Notice Boards, the Defibrillator in Bayworth and the de-silting of the pond. 

The bank balances and the summary of reserves were also listed. 

 

The following payments were approved 
Clerk Salary, Office Expenditure including ESET anti virus 686.45 

HMRC PAYE 129.00 

Sage Payroll Monthly subscription 8.40 

M R White April village green grass cutting 180.00 

M R White May village green grass cutting 570.00 

Zurich Insurance Annual policy renewal 848.94 

Nepeta Consulting Annual WordPress support 180.00 

Geoff Taylor Installing three notice boards 483.00 

.  
 

 

76/22 Bank mandate 

 The Clerk has completed an online process to remove the names of councillors, who have left the 

council, from the bank mandate. A confirmation from NatWest bank should confirm the correctness 

of the current mandate. 
 

 

 

 

77/22    The next Parish Council Meetings will be on Thursday 28 July 2022 at 7:30 p.m. 

in Sunningwell Village Hall  

    

The Chairman closed the June meeting at 9 p.m. 
 


